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Examiner's Amendment/Reasons for Allowance 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

In the Claims 

Claims 1 and 12 after last word, delete period and add "for processing fuzzy 
inferences." 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert lannucci on November 8, 2004. 



Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-31 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The cited prior art taken alone or in combination fails to teach the claims 

invention of controlling the operation of a computer structure for processing fuzzy logic 
inferences by organizing membership functions and related operands to facilitate 
checking the presence in the computer structure for a fuzzy logic inference value that is 
redundant to a new value and if such checking does not return an affirmative result, 
then such new value is appropriately stored. 
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The closest prior art (Lin, IEEE 0-7803-5731-0/99) teaches a dynamic-link 
(pointer) rule base between the original rule base and the inference engine and checks 
rules based on activity for inclusion in the interference determination. Lin does not 
teach a method of preventing redundancy in the original rule base itself related to new 
values. The applicants claimed invention provides the opportunity to reduce storage 
and improve inference execution time. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Correspondence Information 

4. Any inquiry concerning this information or related to the subject disclosure 
should be directed to the Examiner, Joseph P. Hirl, whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-3685. The Examiner can be reached on Monday - Thursday from 
6:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached at (571) 272-3687. 
Any response to this office action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
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Washington, D. C. 20231; 
or faxed to: 

(571) 273-3685 (for formal communications intended for entry with notation of 
"Formal Entry"); 
or faxed to: 

(571) 273-3685 (for informal or draft communications with notation of 
"Proposed" or "Draft" for the desk of the Examiner). 



Joseph P. Hirl 





November 8, 2004 



Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 



